
 

A look from above at the layers of the abdomen with the 
rectus sheath at the front and the peritoneum forming 
the the most inner layer

Anterior Abdominal Wall



 

Note how all the abdominal structures have a 
relationship at the lateral edge of the rectus sheath



 

Aspect of Peritoneum 

Main Cavity - Red 

Omental Bursa - Blue 

Note that in females the peritoneum extends into the pelvis and 
communicates with the outside of the body via the sexual organs and 
genitalia.  In males, the peritoneal cavity is closed off.



Peritoneum (in red) in the upper part of the abdomen



Omenta 

The greater omentum is large apron-like fold of 
visceral peritoneum that hangs down from the stomach. It 
extends from the greater curvature of the stomach, passing in 
front of the small intestines and doubles back to ascend to 
the transverse colon before reaching to the posterior abdominal 
wall. 
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The greater omentum is attached to the lower 
portion of the stomach (here the attachment is 
cut and the stomach is lifted up).

The functions of the greater omentum are:
• Fat deposition, having varying amounts of adipose tissue[7]

• Immune contribution, having milky 
spots of macrophage collections

• Infection and wound isolation; It may also physically limit the 
spread of intraperitoneal infections. The greater omentum can 
often be found wrapped around areas of infection and trauma.
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Craniolateral view of abdominal viscera, the liver (1) is 
reflected cranially and the greater omentum (2) pulled out. 
The greater omentum attaches to the greater curvature of 
the stomach (3) and to the spleen (4). The lesser 
omentum (5) runs from the lesser curvature of the stomach 
to the liver (covering the papillary process (asterisk) of the 
liver).

http://vanat.cvm.umn.edu/carnLabs/Lab16/Img16-3.html



ABOVE  
The omental bursa or lesser sac is a hollow space that is 
formed by the greater and lesser omentum and its adjacent 
organs. It communicates with the greater sac via the epiploic 
foramen of Winslow, which is known as the general cavity of 
the abdomen that sits within the peritoneum, but outside the 
lesser sac.


https://y7177.com/sa/anato/peritoneum/omental_bursa.htm 
 



Stomach




1. Body of stomach 

2. Fundus 

3. Anterior wall 

4. Greater curvature 

5. Lesser curvature 

6. Cardia 


9. Pyloric sphincter 

10. Pyloric antrum  

11. Pyloric canal  

12. Angular incisure  

13. Gastric canal  
14. Rugal folds
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Pylorus


The pylorus connects the stomach to the duodenum. The pylorus has 
two parts, the pyloric antrum (opening to the body of the stomach) 
and the pyloric canal (opening to the duodenum). 


The pyloric canal ends as the pyloric orifice, which marks the junction 
between the stomach and the duodenum. The orifice is surrounded 
by a sphincter, a band of muscle, called the pyloric sphincter. The 
word pylorus in Greek means “gatekeeper.”


It’s palpatable under your hands, slightly to the right and underneath 
the end of the sternum 
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